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period. They made provision for diplomatic agents at the
capital and for consuls at the open ports. The ports of
Shimoda, Hakodate, Nagasaki, Kanagawa (Yokohama),
Niigata, and Hiogo (Kobe) were to be open for foreign
trade and residence, Yedo for foreign residence only, and
Osaka for trade only. It was stipulated that the Foreign
Powers should have the right to use their own law courts
in Japan, and to exercise consular jurisdiction over their
citizens, a provision which caused long discussions and
diplomatic negotiations in future years. The treaties im-
posed restrictions upon foreigners, except those in diplo-
matic service, so that they could neither travel into the
interior of the Empire without passports nor reside outside
the foreign settlements, although they secured freedom of
worship. Tariff regulations were made which allowed the
import of any article except opium (which was strictly for-
bidden), about which they had taken a lesson from the sad
experience of China. The most favoured nation provision
was applied not only to commercial privileges but also to
judicial concessions. The treaty with the United States
contained the further stipulation that the President would
act as " a friendly mediator in case of a difference between
Japan and any European Power/1 a provision which has a
special interest at the present time.

In order that the position of affairs in China may be

understood when we are considering the conditions of the

Contact of    countries in the Pacific area in their relations

Chwa with    to Japan, it will be convenient to give a brief

*      esL     outline of the chief events in the early relations

of that country with the West    If we went back to the

beginning we would find the records involved in the mists

of antiquity.    There is historical evidence to show that in

the second century B.C. there was considerable trade between

the Roman Empire and Northern China.    The conquests of

Alexander the Great gave a great impetus to the overland

trade with China, and the consolidation of the Empire of the

Western world under the Romans continued and expanded it